BAGHDAD JOURNAL OF BIOCHEMISTRY AND

APPLIED BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

EDITORIAL

2023,VOL. 4, NO. 01, 3-7, e-ISSN: 2706-9915, p-ISSN: 2706-9907

https://doi.org/10.47419/bjbabs.v4i01.212

Predatory conferences: A threat to scientific integrity

Hussein A. Abid'®, Hayder Al-Aubaidy’ and Hunny Sharma®

'Scientific Affairs and Cultural Relations Section, Al-Nahrain University, Baghdad, Iraq
*Department of Microbiology, Anatomy, Physiology and Pharmacology & Centre for Cardiovascular Biology and Disease Research, School of

Agriculture, Biomedicine & Environment, La Trobe University, Bundoora, VIC, Australia

“Department of Community and Family Medicine, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India

t.)

Check for
updates

Received 28-03-2023
Accepted 28-03-2023
Published 30-03-2023

Corresponding Author
Hussein A. Abid
husseinaltameemy@yahoo.com

Scientific Affairs and Cultural
Relations Section, Al-Nahrain
University, Baghdad, Iraq

DOI https://doi.org/10.47419/
bjbabs.v4i01.212

Pages: 3-7

Distributed under

the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) 4.0
International License, which
permits unrestricted use,
distribution, and reproduction in
any medium or format, as well as
alteration, transformation, or
building upon the material,
including for commercial use, as
long as the original author and
source are properly credited.

Copyright: © 2023 the Author(s)

OPEN ACCESS

Predatory conferences have become a significant issue in the academic community in
recent years. These conferences are organized solely for profit and lack the proper aca-
demic rigor and standards that legitimate academic conferences follow. As a result, many
researchers have raised concerns about the quality of research presented at these conferences
and the potential harm this could cause to the reputation of the academic community. They
often use deceptive marketing tactics to attract participants. For example, they may claim
to have a high acceptance rate for submitted abstracts or offer publication in a fake or low-
quality journal. They may also list well-known scholars as keynote speakers, even though

those scholars may not have agreed to speak at the conference. 2

Predatory conferences can have serious consequences for the scientific community.?
These conferences often charge high registration fees and may require attendees to pay for
their own travel and accommodation expenses. However, the conference may not pro-
vide any significant benefit to attendees in terms of networking opportunities, learning new
research findings, or gaining feedback on their own research. Additionally, predatory con-
ferences can damage the reputation of legitimate academic conferences by creating confu-
sion among attendees and casting doubt on the quality of scientific research as a whole.

The rise of predatory conferences is a symptom of a broader problem within the aca-
demic community, namely the pressure to publish and present research in order to secure
funding, tenure, and other professional rewards. This pressure has led some researchers
to prioritize quantity over quality, and has created a market for predatory conferences that
offer easy opportunities to present research without the rigorous review and feedback that
is essential for scientific progress.

DETECTION OF PREDATORY CONFERENCES

Detecting predatory conferences can be a challenging task, as they often disguise them-
selves as legitimate academic conferences. However, there are several warning signs and

red flags that can help researchers identify predatory conferences. Some of these include:
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Poorly designed conference website: Predatory conferences often have poorly
designed and unprofessional-looking websites with grammatical errors, broken

links, and lack of information about the conference organizers.4

Vague or generic conference themes: Predatory conferences often have vague or
generic themes, such as “Advances in Science and Technology”. Legitimate academic
conferences typically have more specific themes that are relevant to a particular field
of study.

Lack of peer review or editorial oversight: Predatory conferences may claim to have
a peer review process, but the reviews may not be conducted by experts in the field
or may be very superficial, suggesting that they are not rigorous or reliable. !
Overemphasis on the fees: Predatory conferences often place too much emphasis
on the registration fees'** and require payment before any papers or abstracts are
submitted. They may also have hidden costs or charge high fees for publication or
other services.

Lack of transparency: Predatory conferences may not provide clear information on
the location, date, and schedule of the conference. They may also not disclose the

names or affiliations of the organizing committee or reviewers.>®

Unsolicited invitations: Researchers may receive unsolicited invitations to submit
papers or attend conferences, often sent via email or social media. Predatory confer-
ences may use generic and impersonal language, without mentioning the researcher’s
specific research area or achievements.>>

Lack of reputable sponsors or supporters: Predatory conferences may claim to be
supported by reputable organizations, universities, or academic journals, but such
claims may not be verifiable or are often fake.”

Fake or low-quality journals: Predatory conferences may claim to publish papers
in fake or low-quality journals that are not recognized in the academic community.
These journals may not have a proper editorial process or may charge exorbitant fees
for publication.®

In order to ensure the credibility of conferences and avoid predatory practices, researchers
are encouraged to consult online resources and databases that maintain lists of potentially
fraudulent events. One such resource is the Caltech list (https://library.caltech.edu/c.php?
g=512665&p=3503029),% which offers a comprehensive list of conferences that are consid-
ered questionable and should be avoided. Additionally, the Think-Check-Attend (https://t
hinkcheckattend.org/) tool serves as a valuable aid in the assessment and identification of
a conference’s legitimacy.

STOPPING PREDATORY CONFERENCES

It is incumbent upon the scientific community to take action against predatory confer-
ences. Below are some strategies that can be used to prevent and stop predatory conferences:
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« Raising awareness of predatory conferences among researchers, students, and other
stakeholders through education and outreach efforts;

» Encouraging researchers to carefully evaluate conference invitations and to only
attend events that are reputable and have a clear track record of high-quality pre-
sentations and peer review;

« Strengthening academic publishing in reputable journals can be encouraged by fund-
ing agencies and universities. Researchers should be made aware of the importance of
publishing in reputable journals and should be encouraged to avoid predatory jour-
nals;

 Developing a set of criteria for legitimate conferences with clear guidelines for what
constitutes a reputable conference and developing a system for accrediting confer-
ences that meet these standards.

In conclusion, predatory conferences are a serious threat to the academic community and
to the integrity of scientific research as they lack the rigorous peer review and editorial over-
sight that are the hallmarks of reputable academic conferences. Identifying and preventing
predatory conferences requires the cooperation of multiple stakeholders in the academic
community, including researchers, universities, funding agencies, and publishers. By work-
ing together, we can protect the integrity of academic research and prevent the spread of
misinformation in the scientific community.
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